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Ecological Technologies Corporation (Texas) 

National Law Enforcement and Corrections Technology Center - 
Rocky Mountain 

Applied Research Laboratory at Penn State University 
General Dynamic Corporation 
The University of Hawaii, Manoa 
LAKAi Holdings 
Scientific Applications and Research Associates, Inc. 
Electronic Concepts and Engineering, Inc. 
Envirofoam Technologies, Inc. 
Pfizer, Inc. 
Eli Lilly and Company 
Indiana University Medical Center 
Applied Digital Solutions (ADS) 
Carnegie Mellon University Robotics Institute 
Samo IT Corporatio n 
NASA 

There are too many companies and institutions involved in the 
research and development of surveillance technology to list 
them. And, of course, every police and military agency, and the 
institutions of the states they serve are fully responsible for these 
developments. 
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But the word of the law could not maintain social order. It 
requires the physical force provided by the systems of 
enforcement and punishment, by the police, the courts and the 
prisons. The law is a very thin veneer for hiding the reality that 
existence as we experience it is based on our dispossession and 
exploitation. Reality constantly breaks through this veneer, 
requiring the law to turn to force and fear - to the police. 

To the rulers of this world, we are all indeed criminals (at least 
potentially), because we are all potentially capable of seeing 
through the veil of the law and choosing to ignore it, thus, 
beginning the process of taking back our lives. The law, in fact, 
makes us equal be criminalizing us all. And so it is logical that 
policing and imprisonment would become universal, developing 
hand in had with the global supermarket. 

The question is how will we respond? Will we thank our 
jailers for their protection, helping them along in the process? 
Will we seek to police the police, to make more laws and 
systems of monitoring behavior in order to monitor the behavior 
of the police? Or will we note the fact that this global network of 
surveillance, this global police network, is based on fragile 
technological systems, that it is full of holes and weak threads? 
And with this knowledge will we grasp our lives as our own and 
find the ways to destroy this network, tear down this global 
prison and be done with police forever? 
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Policing on the Global Scale: 

On the relationship between Current Military Operations, Crowd Control 

Techniques, the Technologies of Surveillance and Control and Their 

Increasing Intrusion into our Daily Lives 

Introduction 

Over the past few decades immense changes have taken place 
throughout the world. They have affected every sphere of 
existence: the social, the economic, the political, the 
technological, the environmental, the cultural and the sphere of 
daily life. A complex intertwining of social processes has spread 
a network of control over the globe that serves the interests of 
the rulers of this world while having devastating effects upon 
those they rule. 

There has been an uprooting of vast numbers of the exploited, 
driven by dispossession, ethnic conflicts, political upheaval, 
poverty and ecological disaster to wander in search of survival. 
In turn, this increases the precariousness of workers who are 
really nothing more than replaceable cogs in the machinery of 
production. Precariousness is, in fact, the primary experience of 
the vast majority of people in this world, inevitably leading to 
restlessness, a sense of desperation and often irrational 
expressions of rage. So the spread of the network of control 

corresponds with the spread of an increasingly uncontrollable 
situation. 

The concept of "globalization" as it has been developed in 
academic, media and activist circles has done far more to 
mystify than to clarify these developments. For the most part, the 
anti-globalization movement has placed its emphasis on 
protesting the excesses of multi-national corporations and 
international economic organizations while portraying the state 
as a mere errand-runner for these institutions that merely needs 
to be reclaimed by "the people". Even the radical anti-capitalist 
wing of this movement tends to belittle the power of the state. In 
fact, the state and capital form a two-headed monster. In their 
present forms neither one can exist without the other, because 
their interest in maintaining wealth and power are thoroughly 
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intertwined. So the globalization of capital is also the 
globalization of the state, and therefore of the systems of 
domination, repression and control that comprise the state. 

The global nature and strength of state power is quite clearly 
manifested in the transformations in military and police activity 
that has occurred over the past few decades. Military and 
policing operations become increasingly similar both in purpose 
and methodology. Technologies of control are being developed 
that can be used with equal ease by the police and the military. 
Militarized police activity is spreading across the globe, from 
Somalia to the Middle East to the streets of Genoa, and also into 
the spaces and moments of our daily lives. 

This spread of militarized police activity, in fact, forms the 
essential threads of the global network of state control that is the 

necessary counterpart to the global network of commodity 

exchange. This network is embodied in the various technological 
and institutional systems through which information, orders, 
goods and personnel flow. Like all networks, it is decentralized*, 
its nodes spread throughout the social terrain. This network form 
is what allows social control to spread across the globe. But like 
any net it is full of holes, and though it may appear strong as a 
whole, its actual threads are quite vulnerable. 

The purpose of this pamphlet is to briefly examine policing on 
the global scale. I will talk about the transformation of military 
activity, the nature of policing, the .methods and technologies of 
crowd control and social control, the policing of daily life and 
the integral relationship of policing with legal and prison 
systems. My aim is to show that all of these systems are 
thoroughly inter-related and beyond reform, that they constitute 
the essential practice of state power and that only the destruction 
of the entire network will be able to ameliorate the harms it 



causes. 



" It would be a mistake to think of the United States as the center of this 
network. Though the US is certainly the most powerful single military, 

political a„J econom.c force « Ike M, flU iHfilll flf 1 lilt 
lies in the fact that it is trans-national. 
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in, the world in which policing has expanded to the global scale 
and into our daily lives at every turn. If we are ever to eradicate 
this reality, to free ourselves from this prison, we will need to 
understand what policing is, what its foundations are. 

Policing in fact rests upon the idea that there are crimes and 
that everyone is potentially a criminal. This latter assumption is 
what justifies the ever-increasing intrusion of police surveillance 
into our delay lives. If it were not assumed that we are potential 
criminals, why should there be cameras on us everywhere? If it 
were not assumed that we are potential terrorists, why should we 
be searched at airports and bus stations? And I have seen people 
thank the thugs who searched them! 

But criminality is defined by law, so policing rests on the 
existence of law. In theory, law is an objective criterion through 

which to judge the actions of the actions of the citizens of a state. 
It supposedly creates an equality of all the citizens "before the 
law. But Anatole France expressed the real meaning of this 
equality by pointing out that all it meant was that before the law 
beggars and kings were equally forbidden to steal bread and 
sleep under bridges. The equality the law provides is the equality 
of ciphers, non-entities without desires or passions of their own. 
But the He that the law is objective doesn't stand if we 
recognize that the real purpose of the law is to regulate society. 
A society that was actually fulfilling the needs and desires of all 
those who comprised it would have no need of regulation; the 
free associations between individuals would provide all the 
organization they needed. But the society we live in is an 
imposition upon the vast majority of those who make it up. Thus 
clearly, this society is based on the most inequality of access to 
the means for creating one's existence on one's own terms. The 
few who rule obviously gain from this inequality which they call 
property and power. The rest of us suffer from it, forced to make 
unpleasant choices about how to get by. The law is the lie that 
transforms this inequality into an abstract equality that serves the 
masters, that adds to their power and wealth. Equality before the 
law serves the rulers, precisely because its aim is to preserve the 
order in which they rule. Equality before the law, in fact, 
disguises social inequality behind that which maintains it. 
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monitoring people. The same goes for the gathering of children's 
(or one's own) DNA for the Missing and Unidentified Person 

System database which is available to the police and the FBI. 

These systems serve the interests only of those who want total 
control of our lives. 

Another way of plugging oneself into the technical systems of 
surveillance is a microchip implant called the "Veri-Chip" and is 
associated with Digital Angel systems. The chip can hold 
personal medical and other information and can be implanted 
under one's skin. The chip is manufactured by a Florida 
company called Applied Digital Solutions (ADS). It was 
approved for marketing for human use by the FDA on April 4, 
2002. The company markets it to the public as a way of having 
necessary information on them at all times for their own safety. 
The chip can be scanned from several feet away. In addition the 
chip may be connected with the Global Positioning System 
(GPS) Satellite through Digital Angel Safety, Location and 
Condition systems. This would permit monitoring of the location 
of anyone with the chip 24-hours a day. ADS emphasizes that 
this is a voluntary purchase that individuals make for their own 
well-being. But the company's CEO is not blind to other uses. 
He told the Time Beach Post that the Veri-Chip would make a 
great alternative to green cards for tracking "foreigners". He has 
also recommended its use in children, the elderly and prisoners. 

All of these programs play on fear. Those that promote 

snitching guarantee increasing distrust between people in their 

daily life, and thus less capacity for us to communicate among 
ourselves. Programs for self-registration with police agencies or 
for equipping oneself with a monitoring system promote 
increasing dependence upon the increasingly inhuman systems 

that dominate our lives 

Why do we all live in prison, and why do we thank the 
jailers? 

A place that is constantly policed, a place where we are 
constantly under surveillance or at least appear to be so, a place 
where we distrust everyone else because we cannot tell the 
potential attacker from the potential snitch - what is such a place 
if not a prison? Yet increasingly this describes the world we live 
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The "Revolution in Military Affairs" 

With the fall of the Soviet Union, the nature of the military 

activity of the powerful states has decisively changed. War, as it 
has generally been conceived - the contention between nation- 
states over power, territory and resources and old-style wars of 
conquest - no longer serve the great powers since they already 
have practical control over the globe. Therefore, military experts 
say that there has been a "revolution in military affairs". The 
nature of this "revolution" reflects the situation of largely unified 
world order of domination: the great powers have no place left to 
conquer; they simply have a world of subjects to keep under 
control. 

Over the past two decades, the military activities of the United 
States, the United Nations and NATO have been so-called 
"operations other than war". This term refers to a wide variety of 
military missions including operations against "non-state actors" 
(a term that includes any non-state group that makes an 
organized use of arms in its activities including drug cartels, 
terrorist groups, insurgent movements and so on), containment of 
civil unrest or of the effects of ecological, social or economic 
disasters, "humanitarian" interventions in ethnic conflicts and 
civil wars, the capture of specific individuals who are deemed 
"criminal" by any of the great powers (e.g., Noriega of Panama). 
In short, the enforcement and maintenance of social control. 

Such a task is inevitably endless, particularly since the Qlohal 

order came into existence only at a huge expense to the 
environment and the daily lives of the vast majority of people. 
Millions upon millions of people have been thrown off the land 
on which they had lived by the expansion of capital into the last 
corners of the earth, either through direct expropriation or 
indirect poisoning of the land from which they once drew their 
life. They are forced into immigration or a miserable and often 
illegal existence in the shantytowns on the edges of many big 
cities. This, in turn, increases the precariousness of all the 
exploited, and the fear and anger this creates are bound to 
produce some level of violence. It is therefore no surprise that 
during the 1990's, the United States was involved in 34 
"operations other than war" - in Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, 
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